
		 Glastonbury and Avalon Marshes


		 History Society- September 24th.


For its Autumn Outing this month Membury History Society proposes a visit to 
Glastonbury Abbey and the historic landscape of Avalon Marshes where 
people have lived and worked for 10,000 years.. 

We have booked a guided tour of the Abbey in the morning which will give us 
time to explore the Town and, as our Chairman suggests, climb the Tor (!!) 
before leaving Glastonbury to visit the Abbot’s Fish House at Meare  - Eng-
land’s last monastic fishery building - on our way to the Avalon Marshes 
Centre. Here you can find out more about the history and wild life of the 
Marshes, walk the pathways to the islands, visit the art and craft gallery and/
or have afternoon tea and cakes. 

At 3.30 p.m. we are to visit the reconstructed buildings in the Avalon Archae-
ology Park accompanied by Dr. Richard Brunning of the South West Heritage 
Trust. The Park is yet to be fully open to the public but already includes re-
constructions of a Roman Dining Room with hypocaust and mosaics, a Sax-
on Longhall and a Viking trading ship. 

The Details 

We would imagine that, because of the short notice, it would be more practic-
al to use our own transport rather than to hire a coach. With car-sharing, no-
one needs to be left out. 

Meet at Glastonbury Abbey visitors’ entrance at 10.45 a.m. for our tour at 
11.00 a.m. accompanied by a costumed Living History guide. The cost for this 
is £6.50 per head and can be given to me on the day. 

After the tour - approximately an hour in length - please feel free to explore 
the town at your leisure and have lunch or a picnic in the grounds of the Ab-
bey, if the weather is good. 

If you wish, we can then meet at the Abbot’s Fish House in Meare at  2.30 
p.m. The Fish House stood on the edge of Meare Pool, housing the chief 
fisherman of the Abbot of Glastonbury. A boat was sent from the Abbey to col-
lect fish once a week. The House and its setting provide us with an elegant 
link between the Abbey and the Wetlands. We are still hoping that we can 



also get permission to visit the interior, but it’s currently housing an English 
Heritage art exhibition. 

There is another short drive to the Avalon Marshes Centre to visit the Ar-
chaeology Park. Our visit there is timed to start at 3.30 p.m. If you arrive 
earlier you may care to visit the Art and Craft Gallery - or the café. 

The History Society is funding our visit to the Reconstructed Buildings. 
 

Please let me know if you are interested in coming 
with us on this excursion and whether you are making 
your own way or would appreciate a lift. I do need to 
know numbers for both the Abbey and the Recon-
struction tours. 

Jenny Beaman 
Secretary 
email:-  jennybeaman@mac.com 
Tel:-  01404 881 828 

For more details on Avalon Marshes Centre please see:- 
avalonmarshes.org 

And for the Reconstructions see:- 
https://avalon-archaeology.com/ 
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